Technical product knowledge

OKA dual battery systems

Subject:
Late XT and LT vehicles fitted
with dual batteries.

It is often not fully appreciated what
the option of the dual buttery system
aims to achicve,

The following explanation may give
a betier understanding.

1. The Standard Specification of a
single batery has the high CCA type
fitted to the keft sde of the vehicle.
2. In dual batsery specification, the
prime purpose i to dedicate one of
the two batteries to supplying ¢
for the starter motor o ¢rank L
engine.

The scparation of the batteries is
achicved via the Tollowing system:
a) The onginal high CCA battery is
transfered 10 the right side of the
vehicle to become the “Dedicated
Starting Baulery™.
b) A Deep Cycle Lype batiery is then
fitted 10 the left swde 1o provide a
power source for everything clse on
the vehicle that requires electrical
F.
¢} The two barteries are isolated from
cach other via an isolator switch plus
a wiring circuit and relay.

This allows both batteries 1o be
charged on acontinuous basis whilst
the engine is running, bat prevents
the Dechicated Starting Battery from
being discharged by anything other
than starting the engine.

d) There 1s a contingent facility, via
the isolator switch should one or the
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I | T 1he slaiting baliey
other totally fail or be damaged. commen being introduced duning
In the event of any requirement. bi-  production in mid 1994,

zarre or peculiar, the switch allows
the by—passing of the isolation con-
dition to connect the batienes in par-
allel,

This Dual Battery System is the mast

There s however, a different dual
battery specification with a different
function that was installed on ear-
ler vehicles, We will deal with this
system in a later issue,




